Wednesday, June 15, 2022 | Haaretz

Censored 1967 kibbutz decision on Arab land unsealed

Members sealed the minutes of a sensitive meeting about the fate of three nearby Arab villages after the Six-Day War

Ofer Aderet

InJuly 1967, amonth after
the Six-Day War, the mem-
bers of Kibbutz Nahshon in
central Israel gathered for a
heated discussion of a sensi-
tive matter that was on the
agenda.

They initially wanted
to publish the minutes of
the proceedings in the kib-
butz newsletter, but after
it was printed they were so
alarmed by the result that
they censored it by gluing
the two pages of the report
together.

Fifty-five years have
passed since then and, fi-
nally, the censored report
has been revealed.

It turns out that the archi-
vist - a woman with a sense
for historical documentation
—decided to set aside a com-
plete, uncensored copy of the
original bulletin, rescuing it
from the brink of oblivion. A
note was also attached to the
copy: “It was decided not to
make our deliberations pub-
lic in the pages of the bulle-
tin and therefore the pages
were glued together.”

The discussion around
which the storm raged dealt
with the fate of three Arab
villages where the inhabit-
ants had been expelled and
the houses demolished a
short while earlier during
the Six-Day War - Imwas,
Bayt Nuba and Yalo, all of
them in the Latrun area.
Some 8,000 inhabitants
were expelled to the Ramal-
lah area, and then Israeli
bulldozers flattened their
homes. Moshav Mevo Ho-
ron was established on the
land of Bayt Nuba; Canada
Park now sits on the lands
of Imwas and Yalo.

“We have been suffering
recently from mixed feel-
ings,” notes the editor at the
beginning of the bulletin.
“We visited the Trappist
Monastery, with the monks
and the room, the winery
and the church, and we

nearly forgot about Imwas,
standing in its ruins be-
yond the monastery walls,
and the inhabitants who
were exiled and deprived
of their property. No sooner
had the rejoicing over the
victory ended and we are
already concerned about
the outcome of the political
struggle. There are also con-
cerns connected to working
the villagers’ lands and har-
vesting their crops.”

The accompanying edi-
torial in the kibbutz bulle-
tin was titled: “We Do Not
Take Over the Lands.” This
expressed a decision by the
members of the kibbutz -
which was established in
1950 in the Ayalon Valley
by members of the left-wing,
Zionist youth movement
Hashomer Hatzair - not
to take part in looting the

abandoned property or the
collecting of spoils from the
abandoned villages.
“Attempts will be made
to locate the owners and re-
turn the property to them,”
the minutes of the meet-
ing stated. “It was decided
that we will not cultivate
the lands and will fight to
prevent others from taking
them and cultivating them.”
Among the reasons for
this unusual decision was
fear of damaging the repu-
tation of the kibbutz.
“Many comrades” - the
language at the time was
still very much the lan-
guage of socialist ideals —
“expressed concerns that,
despite our goodwill, the
actions that have been taken
will serve as a tool for needs
diametrically opposite to
our intentions,” the bulletin

Palestinian families being displaced from their Latrun-area villages during the June 1967 Six-Day War.

stated. “Hostile media could
twist our motives concern-
ing the harvest and use them
against us. Our denials and
explanations will not help a
lot ... we will be condemned
in the press.”

Comrade Yakir said in
this context: “By harvesting
the wheat and moving onto
the land, aren’t we abetting
the establishment of facts
on the ground with regard
to dispossessing the refu-
gees?”

Yosef responded: “My
opinion is: we didn’t sow,
we won’t reap.” Arik, mean-
while, expressed concern
that “this is about a political
harvest, aimed at establish-
ing facts.”

Not everyone was in
agreement about the excep-
tional attitude taken by the
kibbutz with regard to the

Arab property. Comrade
Motti said he believed it was
necessary to harvest what-
ever was possible. He didn’t
understand the approach of
retreating and going back-
ward that was expressed in
the remarks of the comrades
who were opposed to taking
over the land and harvest-
ing the grain, the bulletin
reported. “In that way, we
will always remain in the
same place. What’s in it for
us if we remain honest?” he
asked.

Comrade Yossi also sup-
ported harvesting the grain
left behind by the Arab
farmers. Among other rea-
sons, “it would be for the
purposes of bargaining, in
case of distribution of the
lands if they are not re-
turned to the villagers. If
they are returned - we will

be the first to relinquish the
lands, while others are liable
to fight for them.”

Comrade Shoshanah pro-
posed anovel idea—donating
the money from the harvest
to the Arab refugees.

The affair has been
brought to light by the
Akevot Institute for Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict Re-
search. “We arrived at the
kibbutz archive as part of a
study of a different incident,
and there we also found the
documentation touching
upon the kibbutz members;
dilemmas concerning the
expulsion and use of the
lands of the villages that
had been destroyed,” said
historian Adam Raz, a re-
searcher at the institute.

“The fact that more than a
quarter of a million Palestin-
ian and Syrian Arabs from
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the Golan Heights became
refugees in the Six-Day War
is not well-known to Jewish
Israelis, even though this
constitutes an integral part
of the results of the war,” he
noted.

Ultimately, only one com-
rade in the kibbutz vote sup-
ported taking over the lands
and harvesting the Arab
villagers’ grain. All the rest
voted against.

The kibbutz members
also voted on whether “to
conduct a serious public
struggle in the matter of the
destruction of the villages.”

Comrade Dan saw the
destruction as “a political
rather than a security act.”
Comrade Shoshanah called
for “dragging various people
into the mud with us, so they
won’t keep quiet and ignore
this.”

The decision to censor
the debate was justified by
the kibbutz members thusly:
“The problem is that there
are elements who will un-
derstand and will want to
understand this incorrectly,
as though we are taking over
the lands. And yet if we do
cultivate them now, perhaps
when they divide up the land
among the communities
in the area, it will remain
ours.”

The expulsion of the Arab
residents was documented
at the time by soldier and
photographer Benaya Ben-
Nun, who sent his pictures
to a compilation of war
photographs organized by
Haaretz in the summer of
1967.

The late author Amos Ke-
nan, who also participated
in the fighting in the area
as a soldier, described what
happened at the time: “In
the afternoon, the first bull-
dozer arrived. It demolished
houses, with all the objects
and property that was inside
them. Then a group of refu-
gees appeared who mistak-
enly thought they could re-
turn. They walked for four
days on the road - old people,
mothers with babies, chil-
dren thirsty for water. They
said they were being kicked
out everywhere, they had no
food or water,” Kenan said.

Kibbutz member Ze’ev
Bloch also recounted his
memories of the expulsion.
“People are trying to carry
with them a small part of
their property, children
are crying, adults and old
people are straggling along
slowly on the sides of the
road. ... These scenes re-
minded me and many other
reserve soldiers of other,
not distant, times in which
Jewish families looked ex-
actly the same, straggling
in occupied Europe. It was
hard to avoid the compari-
son and our hearts were
broken by these sights,”
Bloch wrote.
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Kalman-Lieberman - Live Reshet Bet radio show 10.00
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Ahead of the News 19.55 News 21.15 Big Brother
- Reality 22.45 The Tube 23.15 The Day That Was -
News roundup 23.50 Magen David Darom - Israeli
comedy series 00.25 All Included - Finance magazine

HOT 3 (H3)

08.00 Finding Alice (s.1) 08.45 Hacks (s.2) 09.20 House
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(s.3) 07.30 The Bold Type (s.1) 08.15 Dr. Death 09.05
The Bold and the Beautiful 09.30 The Young and the
Restless 10.10 Nancy Drew (s.3) 10.55 Station 19
(s.4) 11.40 A Million Little Things (s.3) 12.25 The Bold
Type (s.1) 13.10 Dr. Death 14.00 Nancy Drew (s.3)
14.45 Station 19 (s.4) 15.30 The Bold Type (s.1) 16.20
The Bold and the Beautiful 16.45 The Young and the
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fessionals (s.1) 10.40 Law & Order: Special victims Unit
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Goldbergs (s.9, 2 eps) 15.45 Young Sheldon (s.4, 2 eps)
16.25 Baby Daddy (s.3, 2 eps) 17.15 How I Met Your
Mother (s.8, 2 eps) 18.05 Friends (s.10, 2 eps) 19.05
Schitt's Creek (s.3) 19.30 Schitt's Creek (s.4) 19.55
The Goldbergs (s.9, 2 eps) 20.45 Young Sheldon (s.4, 2
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08.00 FIM Endurance World Championship 08.30
Formula E in Jakarta, Indonesia 09.30 Eurosport News
09.35 Cycling - Dauphine Libere 10.30 Motorcycling
- Speedway Grand Prix in Germany 11.30 FIM Endur-
ance World Championship 12.00 Formula E in Jakarta,
Indonesia 12.55 Eurosport News 13.00 Cycling -
Adriatica Ionica race in Italy 14.30 Cycling - Women’s
Tour in UK 15.30 Cycling - Dauphine Libere 17.45
Roland Garros - Women’s Final 18.55 Eurosport News
19.00 Equestrianism - FEI Eventing Nations Cup 20.00
PowerlLifting - Competition in South Africa 23.00 Car
Racing - Le Mans 24 Hours in France 01.15 Eurosport
News 01.30 Olympic Games - The best moments 02.30
Car Racing - Le Mans 24 Hours in France
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07.05 Something Borrowed (USA, 2011). Comedy. Dir:
Luke Greenfield. With Ginnifer Goodwin, Kate Hudson.
08.55 The Edge of Love (UK, 2008). Biography. Dir:
John Maybury. With Keira Knightley, Sienna Miller, Mat-
thew Rhys.

10.45 Julie & dJulia (USA, 2009). Biography. Dir: Nora
Ephron. With Meryl Streep, Amy Adams.

12.45 Berlin, I Love You (Germany, 2019). Romantic
drama. Dirs: Dianna Agron, Peter Chelsom. With Keira
Knightley, Helen Mirren, Luke Wilson.

14.45 The Expendables 3 (USA/France, 2014). Action
adventure. Dir: Patric Hughes. With Sylvester Stallone,
Jason Statham, Jet Li.

16.50 Unlocked (UK/USA/Czech Republic, 2017).
Action. Dir: Michael Apted. With Noomi Rapace, Orlando
Bloom.

18.25 The Bank Job (UK, 2008). Crime. Dir: Roger Don-
aldson. With Jason Statham, Saffron Burrows.

20.15 The Comeback Trail (USA, 2020). Comedy. Dir:
George Gallo. With obert De Niro, Tommy Lee Jones,
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“The Comeback Trail,” HOT Cinema 1, 20.15.

Morgan Freeman.

22.00 Robin Hood (USA/UK, 2010). Action. Dir: Ridley
Scott. With Russell Crowe, Cate Blanchett.

00.15 Loving Pablo (Spain/Bulgaria, 2017). Drama.
Dir: Fernando Leon de Aranoa. With Javier Bardem,
Penelope Cruz, Peter Sarsgaard.

02.15 Close (USA, 2019). Action thriller. Dir: Vicky
Jewson. With Noomi Rapace, Olivia Jewson, Abdellatif
Chaougi.

HOT CINEMA 2 (H17)

07.55 The Double (USA, 2011). Action. Dir: Michael
Brandt. With Richard Gere, Topher Grace.

09.35 Breakout (USA, 2013). Action thriller. Dir: Dami-
an Lee. With Brendan Fraser, Ethan Suplee.

11.00 The Son of No One (USA, 2011). Crime. Dir: Dito
Montiel. With Channing Tatum, Al Pacino.

12.35 Pacific Rim: Uprising (UK/China/Japan/USA,
2018). Sci-fi action. Dir: Steven S. DeKnight. With John
Boyega, Scott Eastwood, Cailee Spaeny.

14.25 The Kid (USA, 2019). Biography. western. Dir:
Vincent D'Onofrio. With Jake Schur, Leila George, Chris
Pratt.

16.00 Takers (USA, 2010). Action. Dir: John Luessen-
hop. With Paul Walker, Hayden Christensen, Zoe Sal-
dana.

17.50 Public Enemies (USA, 2009). Biography. Dir:
Michael Mann. With Johnny Depp, James Russo.

20.05 Run All Night (USA, 2015). Action. Dir: Jaume
Collet-Serra. With Liam Neeson, Ed Harris.

22.00 13 (USA, 2011). Drama Thriller. Dir: Gela Bab-
luani. With Sam Riley, Alice Barrett.

23.25 War (USA, 2007). Action. Dir: Philip G. Atwell.
With Jet Li, Jason Statham.

01.10 Girl (USA, 2020). Thriller. Dir. Chad Faust. With
Bella Thorne, Emma-Leigh Cullum, Elizabeth Saunders.

HOT CINEMA 3 (H18)

07.20 Everyone's Life Chacun sa vie (France, 2017).
Comedy drama. Dir: Claude Lelouch. With Eric Dupond-
Moretti, Johnny Hallyday, Nadia Fares.

09.10 Hampstead (UK/Belgium, 2017). Romantic
comedy. Dir: Joel Hopkins. With James Norton, Diane
Keaton, Brendan Gleeson.

10.55 The Last Shift (USA, 2020). Comedy drama. Dir:
Andrew Cohn. With Richard Jenkins, Shane Paul McGhie,
Da'Vine Joy Randolph.

12.25 Paris Can Wait (USA/Japan, 2016). Romantic
comedy. Dir: Eleanor Coppola. With Diane Lane, Arnaud
Viard, Alec Baldwin.

14.00 Warm Bodies (USA, 2013). Horror. Dir: Jonathan
Levine. With John Malkovich, Teresa Palmer.

15.35 What Happens in Vegas (USA, 2008). Comedy.
Dir: Tom Vaughan. With Cameron Diaz, Ashton Kutcher.
17.10 Life of Crime (USA, 2013). Crime comedy. Dir:
Daniel Schechter. With Jennifer Aniston, Yasiin Bey, Isla
Fisher.

Cloudburst Entertainment/Storyboard Media

18.50 The Big Wedding (USA, 2013). Comedy. Dir:
Justin Zackham. With Robert De Niro, Diane Keaton,
Katherine Heigl.

20.20 Killers (USA, 2010). Action. Dir: Robert Luketic.
With Ashton Kutcher, Katherine Heigl.

22.00 Friends with Kids (USA, 2011). Romantic com-
edy. Dir: Jennifer Westfeldt. With Jennifer Westfeldt,
Adam Scott, Maya Rudolph.

23.45 Ibiza (France/Belgium, 2019). Comedy. Dir. Arn-
aud Lemort. With. Christian Clavier, Mathilde Seigner.
01.10 The Professor (USA, 2018). Comedy drama.
Dir: Wayne Roberts. With Johnny Depp, Rosemarie
DeWitt, Odessa Young.

HOT CINEMA 4 (H19)

07.10 The Time Traveler's Wife (USA, 2009). Drama.
Dir: Robert Schwentke. With Rachel McAdams, Eric
Bana.

08.55 Bel Canto (USA, 2017). Romantic drama musi-
cal. Dir: Paul Weitz. With Julianne Moore, Ken Wata-
nabe, Sebastian Koch.

10.35 Joy (USA, 2015). Drama. Dir: David O. Russell.
With Jennifer Lawrence, Robert De Niro, Bradley Coo-
per.

12.35 Precious (USA, 2009). Drama. Dir: Lee Daniels.
With Gabourey Sidibe, Mo'Nique, Paula Patton.

14.25 The Other Boleyn Girl (UK/USA, 2008). Biogra-
phy. Dir: Justin Chadwick. With Natalie Portman, Scarlett
Johansson.

16.20 The Ages of Love (Italy, 2011). Comedy. Dir:
Giovanni Veronesi. With Monica Bellucci, Robert De Niro,
Riccardo Scamarcio.

18.25 The Adjustment Bureau (USA, 2011). Drama.
Dir: George Nolfi. With Matt Damon, Emily Blunt.

20.10 I Carry You with Me (Mexico/USA, 2020). Dra-
ma. Dir: Heide Ewing. With Armando Espitia, Yael Tadeo,
Radl Briones.

22.00 Ammonite (UK/Australia/USA, 2020). Biogra-
phy drama. Dir: Francis Lee. With Kate Winslet, Saoirse
Ronan, Gemma Jones.

23.55 Love & Other Drugs (USA, 2010). Romantic
comedy. Dir: Edward Zwick. With Jake Gyllenhaal, Anne
Hathaway, Judy Greer.

01.45 The Exception (UK/USA, 2016). Drama. Dir:
David Leveaux. With Lily James, Jai Courtney, Christo-
pher Plummer.

YES MOVIES DRAMA (Y1)

08.00 The Kite Runner (USA, 2007). Drama. Dir: Marc
Forster. With Khalid Abdalla, Atossa Leoni.

10.10 The Snows of Kilimanjaro (France, 2011).
Drama. Dir: Robert Guediguian. With Ariane Ascaride,
Jean-Pierre Darroussin.

12.00 The Phantom of the Opera (UK/USA, 2004).
Drama. Dir: Joel Schumacher. With Gerard Butler, Emmy
Rossum, Minnie Driver.

14.20 La Dolce Vita (France/Italy, 1960). Drama.

Dir: Federico Fellini. With Marcello Mastroianni, Anita
Ekberg, Anouk Aimee.

17.10 Breathe In (USA, 2013). Drama. Dir: Drake Dore-
mus. With Guy Pearce, Amy Ryan, Felicity Jones.

18.50 Pride & Prejudice (France/UK, 2005). Drama.
Dir: Joe Wright. With Keira Knightley, Donald Sutherland.
21.00 The Truth (France/Japan/Switzerland, 2019).
Drama. Dir: Hirokazu Koreeda. With Catherine Deneuve,
Juliette Binoche, Ethan Hawke.

22.45 Beautiful Boy (USA, 2018). Biography drama.
Dir: Felix Van Groeningen. With Steve Carell, Timothee
Chalamet.

00.45 There Will Be Blood (USA, 2007). Drama. Dir:
Paul Thomas Anderson. With Daniel Day-Lewis, Barry
Del Sherman.

YES MOVIES ACTION (Y2)

08.00 Point Break (USA/Germany/China, 2015). Sports
action. Dir: Ericson Core. With Edgar Ramirez, Luke Brac-
ey, Ray Winstone.

09.55 Detroit (USA, 2017). Drama. Dir: Kathryn Big-
elow. With John Boyega, Anthony Mackie, Algee Smith.
12.15 S.W.A.T. (USA, 2003). Action. Dir: Clark Johnson.
With Samuel L. Jackson, Colin Farrell.

14.15 The Great Wall (USA/China/Hon Kong/Canada/
Australia, 2016). Fantasy adventure. Dir: Yimou Zhang.
With Matt Damon, Tian Jing, Willem Dafoe.

16.00 Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon Wo hu cang
long (USA, 2000). Martial arts drama. Dir: Ang Lee. With
Chow Yun-Fat, Michelle Yeoh, Chang Cheng.

18.00 The Way Back (USA/Poland, 2010). Adventure.
Dir: Peter Weir. With Jim Sturgess, Ed Harris, Colin Far-
rell.

20.15 The Tunnel (Norway, 2019). Thriller. Dir: Pal Oie.
With Thorbjorn Harr, Ylva Fuglerud.

22.00 Monster Hunter (Germany/USA/Japan/China,
2020). Action fantasy. Dir: Paul W.S. Anderson. With
Milla Jovovich, Tony Jaa, Ron Periman

23.40 The Dark Knight (UK/USA, 2008). Action. Dir:
Christopher Nolan. With Christian Bale, Heath Ledger.
02.15 Spiral (USA/Canada, 2021). Crime drama. Dir:
Darren Lynn Bousman. With Chris Rock, Samuel L. Jack-
son, Max Minghella.

YES MOVIES COMEDY (Y3)

08.20 Forces of Nature (USA, 1999). Romantic comedy.
Dir: Bronwen Hughes. With Ben Affleck, Sandra Bullock.
10.05 The Valet La doublure (France/Italy/Belgium,
2006). Comedy. Dir: Francis Veber. With Daniel Auteuil,
Kristin Scott Thomas.

11.30 Belleville Cop Le flic de Belleville (France, 2018).
Comedy. Dir: Rachid Bouchareh. With Omar Sy, Luis Guz-
man, Biyouna.

13.25 Intolerable Cruelty (USA, 2003). Romantic com-
edy. Dir: Joel & Ethan Coen. With George Clooney, Cath-
erine Zeta-Jones, Geoffrey Rush.

15.05 The Pink Panther 2 (USA, 2009). Adventure. Dir:
Harald Zwart. With Steve Martin, Emily Mortimer, Andy
Garcia.

16.40 Bad Teacher (USA, 2011). Comedy. Dir: Jake
Kasdan. With Cameron Diaz, Justin Timberlake, Jason
Segel.

18.15 The Kid Detective (USA, 2020). Comedy. Dir:
Evan Morgan. With Kaitlyn Chalmers-Rizzato, Adam
Brody, Kaleb Horn.

19.55 Vamps (USA, 2012). Comedy. Dir: Amy Hecker-
ling. Wtih Alicia Silverstone, Krysten Ritter, Dan Stevens.
21.30 Playing for Keeps (USA, 2012). Comedy. Dir:
Gabriele Muccino. With Gerard Butler, Jessica Biel, Den-
nis Quaid.

23.15 | Give It a Year (USA, 2013). Comedy. Dir: Dan
Mazer. With Rose Byrne, Rafe Spall, Alex Macqueen.
00.55 Palm Springs (USA/Hong Kong, 2020). Comedy.
Dir: Max Barbakow. With Andy Samberg, Cristin Milioti.
02.25 7 Days in Hell (USA, 2015). Sports comedy. Dir:
Jake Szymanski. With Andy Samberg, Kit Harington, Fred
Armisen.

News on the Hour:
CNN (Y102/H205) | Sky News (Y103/H203)
BBC (H204) | Fox News (Y105/H202)



